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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communication: amendment filed 7 June 2004, with original 
application filed 04 December 2000, and acknowledgement of a foreign priority date of 

08 December 1999. 

2. Claims 1-20 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 7, 8, and 14 are 
independent claims. Claims 1, 7, 8, and 19 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sehr U.S. Patent 
No. 6,085,976 (hereinafter '976). 

As to independent claim 1, "As to independent claim 1, "A right-information 
distribution method comprising the steps of: generating right information and verification 
information for authenticating the validity of a portable electronic device when the right 
information is stored in said portable electronic device generating a right code, by 
encrypting the right information and the verification information" is taught in 6 976 col. 3, 
lines 1-40; 
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"wherein said right code is provided to a user offline" is shown in c 976 col. 6, 
lines 1-14 (Note: it is inherent that "right code" has the same meaning as "account numbers", 
"security key", "access codes", "validation codes", "confirmation numbers", "biometric 
information" known in the art that are provided to a user through many mechanisms such as in 
writing, live by a user, live by a sensor, which could be considered "offline" see"ACCESS 
CONTROL col. 18 lines 1-56) ; 

"enabling the user to input the offline-provided right code into said portable 
electronic device; decrypting the right code inputted into the portable electronic device and 
using the verification information to authenticate the right information based on the 
decrypted right code; and storing the authenticated right information in said portable 
electronic device" is disclosed in 6 976 col. 6, lines 23-39. 

As to dependent claim 2, "wherein the right information includes information which 
permits admission to a predetermined place" is disclosed in '976 col. 4, lines 44-52. 

As to dependent claim 3, "wherein said portable electronic device is an integrated 
circuit card" is taught in '976 col. 6, lines 16-18. 

As to dependent claim 4, "wherein the step of inputting the offline provided right 
code to said portable electronic device is performed by an information management 
apparatus" is shown in '976 col. 6, lines 39-51. 

As to dependent claim 5, "wherein the storing of the right information is performed 
when said portable electronic device and said information management apparatus are 
combined with each other" is disclosed in 6 976 col. 6, lines 16-38. 
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As to dependent claim 6, "further comprising the steps of: inputting a first right 
code added to the right information, and an identification number for returning the right 
information to a source of the right information" is shown in '976 col. 6, lines 1-14; 

"and after confirming the input first right code and the input identification number, 
confirming an offline providable second right code for returning the right information to 
said source of the right information, and invalidating said first right code" is disclosed in 
'976 col. 9, lines 15-19. 

As to independent claim 7, "A right-information distribution method for 
transferring right information from a first portable electronic device to a second portable 
electronic device" is taught in '976 col. 9, lines 15-19 

"said right-information distribution method comprising the steps of: generating the 
right information and verification information for authenticating the validity of said first 
portable electronic device when the right information is stored in said first portable 
electronic device; generating a first right code, by encrypting the right information and the 
verification information" is disclosed in '976 col. 3 5 lines 1-40; 

"wherein said right code is provided to a user offline" is taught in '976 col. 6, 
lines 1-14; 

"enabling the user to input the offline-provided first right code and the 
identification number of said second portable electronic device into said first portable 
electronic device confirming the input first right code and the input identification number; 
invalidating the first right code and generating a second right code, which is provided 
offline" is shown in '976 teaches in col. 21, lines 12-27; 
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"enabling the user to input the second right code into said second portable 
electronic device; decoding the offline-provided second right code into the portable 
electronic device and authenticating the decoded second right code; and storing, the right 
information included in the authenticated second right code" is disclosed in c 976 col. 6, lines 
23-39. 

As to independent claim 8, "An information distribution system comprising: a 
portable electronic device for a user; and an information management apparatus for 
storing both information on a predetermined right and information corresponding to said 
portable electronic device, the second information indicating to whom a right belongs" is 
taught in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 

"wherein said information distribution system manages the location of said right by 
updating the right information stored by said information management apparatus and the 
information indicating to whom said right: belongs; said information management 
apparatus comprises: information holding means for holding the right information" is 
shown in '976 col. 5, lines 1 1-54; 

"access means for recording the transfer of said right to said user by accessing said 
information holding means and for updating the right information held by said 
information holding means" is shown in '976 col. 5, lines 48-67; 

"encryption means for generating encrypted information by using a code unique to 
said portable electronic device to encrypt the information indicating to whom said right 
belongs to be in an offline providable form; and information providing means for 
providing said user with the encrypted information so that the encrypted information 
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passes through an offline channel at least once; and said portable electronic device 
comprises: input means for accepting the input of the encrypted information; decryption 
means for decrypting the encrypted information using said unique code and outputting the 
information indicating to whom said right belongs; recording means for recording the 
output information indicating to whom said right belongs; and information output means 
for using a predetermined access means to output the recorded information indicating to 
whom said right belongs" is disclosed in '976 teaches in col. 6, lines 1-38. 

As to dependent claim 9, is substantially similar to claim 2 and is rejected along the 
same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 10, "wherein said information management apparatus 
executes billing in response to the provision of the encrypted information by said 
information providing means" is taught in '654 col. 4, lines 1-26. 

As to dependent claim 11, "wherein: said portable electronic device comprises: 
information generating means for generating information for requesting the transfer of 
said right based on the information recorded in said recording means" is shown in 6 976 
col. 9 lines 15-19; 

"encryption means for generating encrypted transfer information by using a code 
unique to encrypt the information for requesting the transfer of said right so that the 
encrypted transfer information is provided offline; control means for controlling the 
accessing of the information recorded in said recording means in response to the 
encryption by said encryption means; and output means for outputting the encrypted 
transfer information so that the encrypted transfer information passes through an offline 
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channel at least once; and said information management apparatus further comprises a 
decryption means for decrypting the encrypted transfer information, and updates right 
information which corresponds to the output of said decryption means by using said access 
means to access said information holding means in response to the output of said 
decryption means" is disclosed in '654 col. 6, lines 1-52. 

As to dependent claim 12, "wherein said information management apparatus 
executes billing in response to the provision of the encrypted information by the 
information providing means, and changes the billing in response to the encrypted transfer 
information" is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 56-67. 

As to dependent claim 13, "wherein: said portable electronic device comprises: 
encryption means for generating second encrypted information based on the information 
recorded in said recording means by using a code unique to another portable electronic 
device so that the second encrypted information is provided offline; control means for 
controlling the accessing of the information recorded in said recording means in response 
to the encryption by said encryption means; and output means for outputting the second 
encrypted information so that the second encrypted information is provided to the other 
portable electronic device" is shown in '976 col. 9, lines 15-19; 

"after passing through an offline channel at least once; and the other portable 
electronic device performs the processing of the second encrypted information, which is 
identical to the processing of the encrypted information by said portable electronic device" 
is shown in '976 col. 5 5 line 12 through col. 6, line 52. 
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As to independent claim 14, "An information management method for, by updating 
right information held by an information management apparatus and by recording in a 
portable electronic device information indicating to whom said right belongs, managing 
said right so as to be exercised when said portable electronic device is with a user, wherein 
said information management method controls said information management apparatus to 
perform the steps of is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 1-40; 

"generating encrypted information to be in an offline providable form by using a 
code unique to said portable electronic device to encrypt the information indicating to 
whom said right belongs" is shown in '976 col. 6, lines 1-14; 

"and providing said user with the encrypted information so that the encrypted 
information passes through an offline channel at least once" is disclosed in '976 col. 6, lines 
23-39. 

As to dependent claim 15, "wherein the billing is performed in response to the 
provision of the encrypted information" is disclosed in '976 teaches in col. 3, lines 57-67. 

As to dependent claim 16, "wherein said information management method controls 
said portable electronic device to perform the steps of generating encrypted transfer 
information by using a unique code to encrypt information for requesting the transfer of 
said right so that the encrypted transfer information is provided offline; and preventing the 
information indicating to whom said right belongs from being output, and transmitting the 
encrypted transfer information to said information management apparatus so that the 
encrypted transfer information passes through the offline channel at least once" is disclosed 
in '976 col. 6, lines 1-15. 
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As to dependent claim 17, "wherein said information management method controls 
said image management apparatus to perform the steps of executing a billing process in 
response to the provision of the encrypted information; and changing said billing process in 
response to the encrypted transfer information" is taught in '976 col. 3, lines 56-67. 

As to dependent claim 18, "wherein said information management method controls 
said portable electronic device to perform the steps of: generating second encrypted 
information based on the information indicating to whom said right belongs by using a 
code unique to another portable electronic device so that the second encrypted information 
is provided offline; and providing the second encrypted information to the other portable 
electronic device so that the second encrypted information passes through the offline 
channel at least once; and outputting the second encrypted information and preventing the 
information indicating to whom said right belongs from being output" is shown in '976 col. 
5, line 12 through c6l. 6, line 52. 

As to dependent claims 19 and 20, these claims are substantially similar to claims 2 and 
3 therefore they are rejected along the same rationale. 
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Conclusion 



6. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



Hiroya et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,754,654 



issued 19 May 1998 



Krause 



U.S. Patent No. 6,398,115 



issued 4 June 2002 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3842. The examiner can normally be reached from 6:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory A Morse can be reached on (571) 272-3838. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ellen Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2134 
25 January 2005 




